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LPC Homework:

1) faces and places to legislators (prop tax, housing, 
LAA)

2) Property tax analysis (what does SB 95 mean for 
your city?)

3) Examples of regional infrastructure needs



REMINDERS:

UPCOMING MEETINGS:

AGENDA:

• Next LPC: Mon. January 26 at 12pm 
at the Capitol, Senate Room 220

• Upcoming LPCs:
– 1/26, 2/2, 2/9, 2/17 (Tue), 2/23, 

3/2

• January 21st: Local Officials 
Day at the Capitol

• April 22-24: Midyear 
Conference in St. George

1. Welcome
2. 2026 Political Outlook
3. Session Logistics
4. Messages for Legislators 
5. Revenue & Taxes
6. Wildland Urban Interface
7. Housing and Land Use
8. Rapid Fire Updates
9. Bill Tracker

10. Adjourn





Upcoming Events
Elected Officials 

Essentials
• Utah Legislature 101: Tuesday, January 13th at noon via 

Zoom
• Running a Small Community 101: Friday, January 16th at 

noon via Zoom
• Budget and Finance 101 pt 2: TBD via Zoom

Local Officials Day at the 
Legislature

January 21, 2026 at the State Capitol (youth) and Salt Palace 
(all) 

National League of 
Cities Congressional 

City Conference

March 16-18 in Washington, DC

ULCT Midyear 
Conference

April  22-24 in St. George, Utah 



2026 Political Outlook



Retiring Legislators

Senators
• Ann Millner (D5)

Representatives
• Matthew Gwynn (D6)
• Karen Peterson (D12)
• Karianne Lisonbee (D14)
• Stewart Barlow (D17)

• Sandra Hollins (D21)
• Bridger Bolinder (D29)
• Carol S. Moss (D34)
• Cheryl Acton (D38)

• Mike Kohler (D59)
• Tyler Clancy (D60)
• Christine Watkins 

(D67)

• Jerry Stevenson (D6) • Nate Blouin 
(D13)



It’s Campaign Season for All Other Legislators



Legislative Priorities 



Senate Priorities



House Priorities



House Priorities



House Priorities



House Priorities



Session Logistics



Legislative Policy Committee

• LPC is held every Monday at noon 
– except for the week of 2/16, when LPC will be held on that 

Tuesday 2/17

• Room 210 of the Senate Building and Online 
– You can vote and participate online or in person, but you 

need to sign in



Legislative Policy Committee
• Bill Tracking Positions*

– Support - Good bill 
– Oppose - (motion to hate?)
– Neutral  - generally used for bills we negotiate
– Monitor - watching for situational awareness
– No position - did not reach consensus at LPC
– Position pending - haven’t take a position yet

*There may be political reasons to take a position on a bill that don’t 
match how strongly we feel about a policy 



DRAFT 
LEGISLATION

Useful Information about the key provisions of this 
legislation.

Less useful information but we are being thorough 

Extremely niche part of the legislation but we know the attorneys will 
ask about it so we are including it, you probably won’t be able to read it 
because the font is so small (Cassidy hates this section…)

HB###
Name of Bill (Sponsor Name)

Staff Recommendation: 
Position Pending
(Negotiating to support)

QR CODE THAT TAKES YOU TO THE BILL



Senate Building



Session Logistics - LPC
Senate Room 210



Messages for Legislators



What you need to do with your legislators: 
Faces and Places
1) Explain how property tax works and impacts your city 

2) Show what your city is doing on housing and land use
a) Cities plan for housing but we don’t build housing 
b) cities don’t control market forces (interest rates, labor, land, inflation, 

materials)

3) Restore the funding ($500k) for Local Administrative Advisor
a) Focused on communities without full-time staff
b) 1,279 projects in 123 communities in first full year
c) LAAs in each AOG with ULCT coordination



Revenue & Taxes

















DRAFT 
LEGISLATION
S.B. 97 Property Tax 
Rate Amendments 
(D. McCay)

Staff Recommendation: 
Position pending 

1. Taxing entity may not raise property tax 
more than 5%

2. Change definition of “locally assessed new 
growth”
a. current definition, “minus any change in value to 

property as a result of physical improvements, that is 
less than 100% higher than the taxable value of the 
property for the previous year”

3. “Project area new growth” for certain entities 
does not include a change in value for 
tangible personal property 
a. most tax increment financing tools

Homework: analysis of what (2) & (3) would 
mean in your city



DRAFT 
LEGISLATION
H.B. 161 Property Tax 
Modifications 
(J. Koford)

Staff Recommendation: 
Position pending 

Requires a constitutional amendment (HJR7)

Currently, a primary residential unit is taxed at 
55% of its value

HB 161 would tax a primary residential unit at 
40% of its value

Intent: 
● reduce tax burden on homeowners
● maintain revenue for taxing entities

Homework: what would the impact of this bill 
be on your city?



DRAFT 
LEGISLATION

 

HB TBD (Rep. Auxier)

Staff recommendation: 
Position pending



DRAFT 
LEGISLATION

● Makes school board decisions 
subject to referendum process  

H.B. 170 School Board 
Referendum Amendments 
(R. Shipp)

Staff recommendation: 
Position pending



DRAFT 
LEGISLATION

Problems to solve: 
• public concern that entity has started their 

new budget by the Aug Truth in Taxation 
hearing & thus the tax proceeds

Part 1: required preliminary property tax 
increase meeting

• In May/early June, taxing entity shall notify public of the 
intent to raise property taxes
– shall do May/June mtg or you can’t do Aug TinT hearing

• notice & meeting shall include “approximate” dollar and 
percentage amounts

Part 2: “tentative operating budget”
• adopt a budget that does not include the proposed 

property tax increase revenue
• present an “alternate tentative budget” with the 

HB TBD: Rep. Karen 
Peterson
Truth in Taxation 
Amendments

Staff recommendation: 
Position pending 
working toward support



DRAFT 
LEGISLATION

1. TUF methodology
a. statutory language to require trip counts, 

traffic impacts
b. cannot use property value or ownership
c. exclude the lowest day of the week

2. TUF appeal process
a. require a local appeal process about fee 

category or alternate data about trip 
counts

Meeting this Thursday

If you want to see the draft, contact Cam today

HB TBD: 
Rep. Karen Peterson
Local Gov’t Fees 
Amendments 
(Transportation Utility 
Fee)

Staff recommendation: 
Position pending 
working toward support



Wildland Urban Interface



New Maps Out Now



Housing and Land Use



DRAFT 
LEGISLATION

This bill is mostly technical but makes changes in 
three main categories:
i. State Agency Restructuring of Housing Programs
• Creates Division of Housing at GOEO and 

structures state-level housing programming under 
this division

ii. Grant, Sale, or Lease of government properties
iii. Repeals the Commission on Housing Affordability, 
the low-income ADU loan guarantee pilot program, 
the subordinate shared appreciation loan program, 
and the Housing and Community Development 
Division within the Dept. of Workforce Services

H.B. 68 Housing 
Amendments (C. Roberts)

Staff Recommendation: 
Support (w/amendments 



DRAFT 
LEGISLATION

• “Preferred land use regulation” = starter homes, 
5,400 sq. ft. lots, and IADUs/DADUs

• Applicant submits a request that a municipality 
accept a preferred land use regulation as part of a 
development application

• If municipal staff determines that part of the 
application qualifies as a preferred land use 
regulation, a planning commission or legislative 
body has 30 days to approve or deny request for 
preferred land use regulation

H.B. 184 Local Land Use 
Revisions (R. Ward)

Staff Recommendation: 
Oppose (as drafted)



DRAFT 
LEGISLATION

• To deny, planning commission/Council must make 
findings on the record that cons outweigh pros for 
the community and deny by majority vote

• 31 days after applicant submits request with no 
action from the planning commission or council, the 
preferred land use regulation becomes a vested 
permitted use for that property

1/9 LPC Housing Advisory Subgroup Slido: 74% very 
or somewhat concerned

H.B. 184 Local Land Use 
Revisions (R. Ward)

Staff Recommendation: 
Oppose as drafted 



DRAFT 
LEGISLATION

• technical clean ups to HB 368 (done)
• planning commission training req’ts (done)
• planning commission removal/recusal process (still 

negotiating, Board/LPC advisory direction)
• shall allow detached accessory dwelling units under 

certain conditions (still negotiating, Board/LPC 
advisory direction)

• delete req’t to have annexation policy plans (still 
negotiating, Board/LPC advisory direction)

• clarify incorporation process due to the West Hills 
court decision (still negotiating)

• “reasonable diligence” definition (Board/LPC advisory 
direction, still negotiating)

• public infrastructure standards (no consensus)

HB TBD (Rep. Koford)
Land Use Task Force/CHA 

Staff Recommendation:
Position Pending 
working toward support



DRAFT 
LEGISLATION

Infrastructure funding partnership
• bill coming soon
• focus on state $ for system infrastructure 

(water, sewer, etc.) with a nexus to housing 
units that promote affordable home ownership

Homework: analysis of regional infrastructure 
needs (system improvements) in your city

HB TBD (Rep. Roberts)

Staff Recommendation: 
Position Pending 
working toward support



Rapid Fire Updates



Updated Bill Tracker Positions
• HB13 - Municipal Services Fees and Political Sub Lien Amend 

(Cutler) Support 
• HB33 - Political Signs Amendments (Teuscher) Neutral
• HB79 - Governmental Immunity Amendments (Gwynn) 

Support 
• SB28 - County Classifications Modifications - (Winterton) 

Position Pending 
• SB48 - Kratom Revision - (Vickers) Monitor 



ULCT Bill Tracker



LPC Homework:

1) Faces and Places to legislators (prop tax, housing, 
Local Administrative Advisor)

2) Property tax analysis (what does SB 95 and HB 161 
mean for your city?)

3) Examples of regional infrastructure needs




