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Parking is a big deal.





Tenants

● Each parking space increases 
residential rent by about 12%

● Parking increases 
commercial tenant rates by 
about 17%

Neighbors

Parking is a big deal.



Parking is shaped by codes



Parking requirements often conveyed as ratios

Multi-unit residential: 
2 spaces per dwelling 

(2 or 3 bedroom + unit)

Source: Centennial Colorado Land Development Code, 2024

Commercial Retail: 
1 space per 250 s.f. of floor area



Is your parking “one-size fits all”?

Do we allow people and 
businesses to choose how to 
provide for parking?

1. How much do I need?

2. How much do I want to pay 
for?

3. In which part of town do I 
want to locate?

Source: ITE Parking Generation, 4th Edition 2004



Parking ratios establish a one-size 
fits all that misfits many

Source: ITE Parking Generation, 4th Edition 2004





What to do about spillover parking?

Increase supply      manage supply



Pick 2

Land efficient parking
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The *Almost* Impossible Trinity

P



P Lots of land



P Lots of expense



P Not an abundance of supply



Affordability is a critical tradeoff

Centerville
Carports without garages 
+/- $50,000 additional reduced cost

North Salt Lake
One-car garage (down from two)
+/- $35,000 savings



Residents choose the housing / parking 
combination that meets their needs
New housing along Highway 89 in North Salt Lake
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2012 Clearfield City Center



2022 Clearfield City Center
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SLC Issues
Parking still a top complaint in SLC
● Too many cars on the street
● Not enough parking in new 

development
● Cars parking in front of my 

house
● Two cars cannot pass each 

other on my street
● Fire trucks cannot get through



How garages are being used















Physical changes to get people out of their cars

Most walkable areas of SLC are near 
grocery stores

Invest in safe people first 
infrastructure

Mixed use zoning near amenities like 
parks.



Yes, fire trucks can still respond
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